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Statement by George Parker, President, Washington Teachers’ Union 

Certification of Tentative Contract
Today’s media reports that the city’s Chief Financial Officer (CFO) will rule not to certify the new tentative contract between the Washington Teachers’ Union (WTU) and the DC Public Schools (DCPS) is profoundly troubling. For three years, we have been involved in tough and protracted negotiations, and we were told repeatedly that the money for the new tentative contract would be available to fund it.  But now news reports suggest that the city may not have the money, without the private donations, to fund the tentative contract.

WTU always insisted that the contract must be certified by the CFO.  Many assurances were made by the city that they had the money to fund the contract.  I certainly hope we did not spend almost three years of very tough negotiations to arrive at a contract that is good for kids and fair to teachers only to find that the city does not have the money to fund it.

Given the continuing confusion around the DC Public Schools budget, we can only be certain of the contract certification status once the CFO issues his formal decision.  We will wait to hear what Mr. Ghandi has to say before we comment further.
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