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SEPTEMBER 1, 2010 
Today, United States District Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly issued a temporary Injunction against the American Federation of Teachers (AFT) regarding their interference with the internal elections of the Washington Teachers’ Union (WTU).  In June of this year, the Executive Board of the WTU sent an election schedule to the homes of all WTU members along with the reasons supporting the established election schedule.  However, the blogs of some political candidates, such as the Washington Teacher blog (blogger Candi Peterson) and others, CONSISTENTLY PROVIDED MISINFORMATION to our members claiming that the Executive Board’s actions were based on a effort to remain in office and prevent teachers from having an election, which is far from the truth.

The Executive Board has a responsibility to ensure that we conduct an election in accordance with the WTU Constitution and conduct it in a manner that would not lead to the election being overturned due to violations of federal election laws as in some previous elections, including, the last WTU election conducted by the AFT in 2004-2005. Today’s court decision vindicated the WTU Executive Board’s actions to stand up against WTU political candidates and the AFT when necessary to ensure that our election is conducted with the highest of integrity and not simply controlled by what is politically convenient. To this end, I congratulate the members of our Executive Board for showing that they have the integrity and courage to stand up for what is right.  

The WTU hopes that the AFT and AFT President Randi Weingarten will accept this court ruling and allow the Executive Board to implement and adhere to its’ previous election schedule without further interference, so that we can move on and give our attention to other critical issues facing DC Public School teachers.  

The WTU will send a copy of the judge’s decision to your WTU email account.

You can view a copy of this voice message at your WTU email account.
Thank you for supporting the Washington Teachers’ Union.

